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1.1 WHAT IS THE GENERAL PLAN? 
The Arizona Revised Statutes requires that each city adopt a comprehensive, long-range General 
Plan to guide the community's physical development.  

 

The purpose of the General Plan is to: 

 

 

The Somerton General Plan Update process began in September 2019. This General Plan Update 
process is a response to Growing Smarter/Growing Smarter Plus legislation that requires General 
Plans to be updated on a 10-year cycle. The process involved considerable public dialogue and 
input. The Somerton General Plan was closely coordinated with the City of Yuma and City of San 
Luis General Plans to ensure compatibility in development policies since both planning areas are 
connected. The General Plan was also coordinated with the Yuma County Comprehensive Plan, 
Cocopah Indian Tribe, Marine Corp Air Station Ɖ Yuma (MCAS)/Yuma International Airport, 
Arizona State Land Department and other key stakeholders. 

The Somerton General Plan is a statement of the Community Vision for the future. The Plan is a 
tool to help guide and shape future decision making in Somerton. The General PlanŻ´ mission is to 
achieve a sustainable social, economic, and environmental future for the community through 
sound growth management.  

The Somerton General Plan is more than a map depicting proposed land uses. The goals and 
policies are presented in a series of "elements." These elements provide the framework for the 
City's policy direction and are a requirement of state statute.  

A|X CŸ?Ÿ $X«´Ä´ #Ä³XJÄŻ´ ǏǍǎǓ °­°ÄӃJº ­« X´º ªJºX Z­³ ?­ªX³º­«was approximately 15,508 
persons. For communities with a population between 10,000 and 50,000 (according to ARS 9-
461.05 (C) and (D)), the following elements are required: 

 

 

 

 

  

Â Express the community's vision, 

Â Identify the community's goals and development priorities, 

Â Serve as a policy guide for local decision-making, and 

Â Fulfill legal requirements created by state law. 

 

Â Growth Area(s) 

Â Environmental Planning 

Â Open Space 

 

Â Land Use 

Â Circulation 

Â Water Resources 

Â Cost of Development 
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Communities with a population below  50,000 persons (according to ARS 9-461.05 (E), may require 
that additional elements be included. Those elements may consist of:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Somerton General Plan is intended to be a plan to guide development over the next 20 years. 
However, all cities and towns are required to update their General Plans and receive voter 
ratification at least once every 10 years. The plan is intended to be a usable, working document 
that is responsive to changes and unforeseen opportunities that are natural in a dynamic 
environment.  

The General Plan is often confused with zoning regulations. It is important to recognize that the 
General Plan provides for a generalized, long-range policy direction related to physical 
development; whereas, zoning is a specific legal action related to land classification governed by 
the zoning ordinance adopted by elected officials. The Zoning Map depicts land classifications that 
must be in substantial conformance with the General Plan. However, the General Plan does not 
change any zoning until a formal request is made either by the landowner or initiated by the City. 
The Implementation chapter of this document outlines when a n amendment to the General Plan 
is required prior to changing zoning. 

 

1.2 COMMUNITY VISION 
A foundation for the Somerton General Plan is the Community Vision. The Community Vision was 
the product of considerable discussion by the residents, Planning Commission and the General 
Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC). The Community Vision is the community's philosophy and 
unique image of the future that would be better in some ways than what now exists. It is a future 
statement; a description of a desired future state fo r the community.  The 2020 General Plan 
Community Vision remains largely unchanged from the 2010 General Plan as the public feedback 
gathered during the planning process validated that the values and desires of the community still 
hold true today.  

The City of Somerton is in a unique situation within the Yuma County areaŸ 2­NJºXT  « º|X ż?­Äº|
FX´º $­Ä«ºÉŽŵ MXºÇXX« ºÇ­ ªÄN| ӃJ³zX³ N­ªªÄ« º X´ ƎHÄªJŵ  I Ç º| J °­°ÄӃJº ­« ­Z «XJ³ӃÉ
100,000 and San Luis, AZ/San Luis Río Colorado, Mexico with a combined population of over 
200,000) (2017)ŵ º|X $ ºÉŻ´physical and economic growth is strongly impacted by these two 
adjacent communities. As both  communities are only ten minutes away, and ?­ªX³º­«Ż´ ³X´ TX«º´

Â Conservation 

Â Recreation 

Â Transportation/Transit  

Â Public Services and Facilities 

Â Public Buildings 

Â Housing 

 

Â Redevelopment 

Â Safety 

Â Bicycling 

Â Energy 

Â Neighborhood Preservation and 

Revitalization 

 



4 

(or visitors) primarily travel through these two communities to either leave or visit Somerton, this 
dynamic coupled with the City's limited access to high capacity transportation corridors, adjacency 
to prime agricultural lands and proximity to the Marine Corps Air Station Yuma present challenges 
that the City has historically worked to overcome.  

Throughout the public involvement and visioning process conducted with the citizens of 
Somerton, a strategy to concentrate on opportunities within the community, accentuate and 
market to area residents the values of small-town life and strive to get the City to position itself 
J´ º|X ż=ÄJӃ ºÉ ­ÆX³ =ÄJ«º ºÉŽ N­ªªÄ« ºÉ remained.   

This strategy focuses on the numerous positive 
attributes that the City possesses, sets a clear and 
focused plan to improve various elements, and 
benefits from the significant improvements to 
community infrastructure, public service, public 
safety, education and sense of community 
achieved over the last decade. This strategy 
envisions the City of Somerton not try ing to 
directly compete on all fronts against its larger 
and more (in terms of transportation linkages) 
connected neighbors, but rather to focus on its 
positive attributes and small-town sense of 
N­ªªÄ« ºÉ º­ MXN­ªX º|Xŵ ż#X´ºLittle City  in 
ArizonaŽŸ 

This Vision, which is further outlined in all 
elements in this General Plan, as well as the Goals 
and Policies contained herein is predicated on 
several key principles. 
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VISION KEY PRINCIPLES 

 

Â Somerton is a peaceful, well-planned city  consisting of good neighborhoods with a great 

sense of community. 

Â Somerton is an inclusive community with strong  values that  honors its cultural diversity 

and heritage. 

Â Somerton is a safe community with a low crime rate and exceptional public safety services. 

Â Somerton is a community with excellent schools that prides itself on providing and 

sustaining strong educational values and academic excellence. 

Â Somerton will continue to stay true to its agricultural roots while diversifying economically 

and creating jobs so future generati ons may return  home to raise their families. 

Â Somerton has a spirit of leadership, promotes entrepreneurship and is a place that 

residents love to call home. 

Â Somerton will focus on specific, quality growth in targeted areas that can be supported by 

existing infrastructure or currently on -going improvements. 

Â Somerton will strive to further enhance its excellent education status by working with the 

school district to locate a new high school in the City  and support advanced education 

opportunities . 

Â Somerton will look to improve its recreational opportunities by co -locating a major (30+ 

acre) Community/Regional Park with the new high school. 

Â Somerton will focus on revitalizing its existing downtown district by filling vacant 

storefronts and increasing the uniqueness and economic diversity  of its business 

community. 
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1.3 THE SOMERTON REGION 
The City of Somerton lies in southwest Yuma County approximately 10 miles southwest of the 
urbanized area of the City of Yuma; however, the City limits of the two c ommunities are within 1 
mile of one another. Somerton is approximately 12 miles from the U.S./Mexican border and 180 
miles east of San Diego, California. The City is located on both sides of U.S. Highway 95 (Main 
Street) and Somerton Avenue runs north and south through the city. The area is bounded by 
Cocopah Indian Reservations (East and West). The Somerton Regional Context Map, Figure 1 
depicts SomertonŻ´ °ӃJNX within the surrounding region.  

Somerton was established in 1898 and incorporated in 1918. Somerton is 
on land adjacent to the Colorado River and was therefore attractive to 
speculators. One of them, a citizen of the Mexican City of Hermosillo, 
petitioned authorities in Sonora, Mexico, for 21,692 acres between the Gila 
River to the north and the Algodones Pass to the south and was granted the 
land in 1838. Arizona historian Jay J. Wagoner said rights to the alleged grant 
passed to the Colorado Commercial and Land Company in 1873, and the 
U.S. Government withdrew the land from public entry in 1875.  

An investigation revealed that the grant's original title papers had been 
forged. Despite this, the U.S. Court of Private Land Claims confirmed the 
Algodones grants in 1898. After the reversal, the U.S. Congress passed a law 
allowing settlers who were on the land before M ay 25, 1898, to buy up to 
40 acres for $1.25 per acre. 

Somerton has a long history of overcoming physical and economic adversity. 
Early settlers had to prevail over the Colorado River floods in order to realize 
the tremendous potential of the area's agricultural lands. This potential was 
the driving force for the establishment of the Somerton school district in 
1902, and the paving of Main Street in 1917. The downtown business 
district survived a huge fire in 1926 and was able to continue to be a major 
economic influence in Yuma County until the early 1960s. The reduced need 
for manual labor caused by technological improvements in agriculture 
mirrored the decline of the local economy even as the surrounding 
communities of Yuma and San Luis began to grow. Census counts for 
Somerton never tallied the hundreds of temporary farm workers who lived 
outside the community during the Bracero Program from 1942 to 1964.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vintage Somerton produce 
packaging labels 
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Figure 1: Regional Context  






















































































































































































































































